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Focus On… Human Resources
The Human Resour ces Depar tment has made a lot of changes in the past few
months; therefore, we wanted to share something about each of us, both
professionally and personally, while wishing all Bay County employees a safe and
Happy Holiday Season.
Amy Cooper is our Human Resources Director and brings many years of experience
to the job. She started with Bay County as the Human Resources Analyst in August
2011. Amy enjoys scuba diving, fishing, and watching Auburn football. Amy’s
favorite vacationing place is the Florida Keys where she dives for lobster every mini
season with her two daughters and husband. Amy loves working with people and
looks forward to serving the employees of Bay County.
Terri Pierce is our Human Resources Supervisor. She has worked in various areas
of Bay County Government for over 22 years and came to the Board of County
Commissioners in 2011. Terri
is proud to be a part of the
Terri Pierce, Amy Cooper, Chyrl Boyer,
Human Resources team and is
always focused on providing the Maria Westfall, Danielle Woods (seated)
best service possible to fellow
employees.
Chyrl Boyer has been with
Human Resources for the
longest period of time and has
seen a lot of changes throughout
the years. Chyrl has been with
Bay County for 23 years and
has
worked
in
Human
Resources for 21 years now
serving as a Human Resources
Specialist. Chyrl oversees our
HR data base and records
management. In her free time,
she loves to sing in her church
choir and tap dance. Chyrl’s
new grandson, Riker, is her
pride and joy.
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...Focus On—Humans Resources, continued

Danielle Woods has been employed with Bay County since April 2007 where she began working in the
Engineering Department. She transferred to Human Resources in March 2011 and is now serving as the
Human Resources Specialist. She handles the employee insurance and helps employees with their FRS
and DROP paperwork. Danielle has a heart for people and is passionate about being an encouragement
to all. She enjoys learning new things, singing, shopping and traveling. She devotes a great deal of time
to her 3 beautiful children and all of their extracurricular activities.
Human Resources would like to welcome our newest but returning team member, Maria Westfall.
Maria worked for Bay County BOCC Fire Services and Human Resources from 1993 to 2005 when she
moved away to South Carolina. She and her family decided to return to Bay County, and we are
thrilled to have her back as our Human Resources Technician. Maria enjoys spending time with and
spoiling her grandchildren.
We’re here every day from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and would love to have you stop by to say hello. We
will always have a cup of coffee ready for you, and will make time to assist you with anything you may
need.

“Love Us, Feed Us, Take Us Home!!!”
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County Manager’s Corner
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! The day is upon us. I want to thank each of you for your efforts this year in
making the County the great place it is and I am grateful for the improvements made because of same. There
will be many of us on the road traveling to see family, please be safe in your travels and on your way back
home.
I want to wish all a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and Happy New Year. May 2015 bring health and
prosperity to all!
The holidays are here. As you know, the County will be closed the 26th and 27th of November for
Thanksgiving. Also, regarding Christmas, we usually get Christmas Eve and Christmas Day off. As
Christmas falls on Thursday this year, our Commissioners have graciously given us ½ day off Wednesday,
December 24th, we will be closed on Thursday, December 25th and Friday, December 26th. Mark your
calendars accordingly.
Again, Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Holidays and be safe.

Ed Smith
County Manager, Bay County

Congratulations Jim!
Thank you
Lt. Jim Daigle
for 20 years of
Dedicated Service to
Bay County
Department of
Emergency Services
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SPECIAL THANKS
From all of us at Bay County Veterans Services,
a big thanks to all who assisted and/or
participated in the Veterans Day Parade and
Ceremony. You made it a great success.

A Big Thanks to
Andrew Wardlaw
and the
Panama City
News Herald
for these photos.
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Bay County Mosquito Control
Bay

County Mosquito Control was proud to participate in the 8th A nnual Celebration of
Service/Veteran’s Day Flag Raising at Southport Elementary School on November 7th, 2014.
The event focused on paying tribute to local heroes in the community, but also focused on
some of the services supplied by Bay County.
The campus and class rooms
where packed with over thirty
booths and exhibits from the area
with representatives from the
United States Coast Guard, the
Marine Corps, Bay County Fire
Department, and the Bay County
Animal Services, just to mention a
few. The students and teachers
were very active with questions
and enthusiasm. We gave them
literature along with promotional
items to insure they had Mosquito
Control contact information.
Kirt Winters and Eric Cope from
Bay County Mosquito Control
provided a look at the biology and life cycle of the mosquito with hands-on demonstrations of
mosquito eggs, larva, adult mosquitoes and Gambusia mosquito eating minnows. The exhibit
concentrated on the avoidance of mosquitoes through control techniques and prevention
through the “FIVE D’s”...


Dusk/Dawn- Avoid being outdoors when mosquitoes are most active.



Dress- Cover up with long sleeves and long pants.



Deet- Use a mosquito repellent on bare skin and clothing.



Drain- Remove standing water in which mosquitoes can lay eggs.

Mosquito Control... “Fighting the Biting”
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Bay County Emergency Services
On November 20, 2014, the Emer gency Oper ations Center played host to the fifth gr ade
class from Patterson Elementary School.
A total of 50 students and 6 adults
toured the facility. On the itinerary
was a demonstration of the 911
Dispatch Center, a fire truck and
gear display, an ambulance and
EMS display, an overview of
Incident Command Center, and a
presentation
on
emergency
preparedness.
“The students gained priceless
information
on
emergency
services and the jobs that the staff
performs,” said Brian Hardin,
Communications Supervisor. “We
hope the children take the
information home and teach their family members the importance of emergency planning.”
The students will complete a project that involves preparing an emergency kit and writing a
family emergency plan.

Firefighters, Natalie
McQueen, and
Jared Sasnett,
lookin’ good!
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Food for Fines @ Your Library
For two weeks, from December 1st through December 15th, all eight locations of the Northwest
Regional Library System will participate in a Food for Fines food drive.
Here’s how it works: patrons will get $1 in current overdue
fines waived for each can or package of nonperishable food
they bring in. Food items could include peanut butter, jelly,
canned soups, canned tuna, canned vegetables, canned fruit,
cereal, pasta, etc. We cannot accept glass containers, opened
packages, repackaged food, or expired food.
All items will be donated to local organizations who help fight
hunger in our communities.
Food for Fines will waive current overdue fines only. It does
not include fees for lost or damaged materials, card
replacement fees, printing costs, or credit for future overdue
fines.
Please call 850-522-2100 for more information.
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The Elves and the Shoemaker @ Your Library
The Bay County Public Library and the Northwest Florida Music Teachers Association will
present The Elves and the Shoemaker on December 8, 2014 at 6 PM in the library’s
Youth Services Department. This family program is free and open to the public.
This classic Brothers Grimm fairytale will be
performed by the Atlantic Coast Theatre and
features original music with new lyrics set to
traditional holiday melodies. In this version,
an elf must help a poor shoemaker with the
assistance of the elves in the audience. Please
come and help the poor shoemaker!
The Northwest Florida Music Teachers Association is a nonprofit organization whose members are professionally engaged in the teaching of music. During the spring, benefit concerts are held at the library with all donations going toward the music collection
and musical performances for the Bay County Public Library’s Youth Services Department.
For more information, please call 850-522-2118.
Special Performance of Said the Spider to the Spy to Benefit Libraries
The Friends of the Bay County Public Libraries will host a fundraiser on Thursday, January 22, 2015 with a
special performance of Said the Spider to the Spy at the Kaleidoscope Theatre. All proceeds benefit the Bay
County branches of the Northwest Regional Library System.
Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door. All seating is general admission, and tickets may be purchased
in advance at the Bay County Public Library. Light refreshments will be served, and there will be a cash wine
bar. Included with your ticket is the chance to win raffle prizes and a coupon for the Read Again Bookstore at
the Bay County Public Library (buy one item, get one
free – up to 10 items).
Said the Spider to the Spy is a comedy spy thriller that
changes a quiet beach cottage into a den of intrigue
and hilarious shenanigans. Augusta Waycross borrows
the identity and the Florida beach home of her friend, a
bestselling romance author, touching off one of the
funniest mistaken identities comedies ever written. A
cache of Colombian heroin is left in the house by a
missing guest, attracting various characters who alternate
between spy and spy catcher.
Please come out, see a great show,
and support your libraries!
For more information, please call 850-522-2100.
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Service Anniversaries
25 Years
David M. Kelley

Roads & Bridges Division

20 Years
Nathan N. West

1

Dolores M. Bonebright, John B. Rosin

2

Dorothy Robbins, James Faulkner, James L. George, Benjamin J. Phillips

3

David Solots, Brian Welborn

4

Donnie Brock, Janet Carter, Wendi Sellers, John Conrad

5

Daniel B. Sawyer

6

James Firimonte, Curtis L. Smith

7

David Chasteen, Chris Bowser

8

Lesil Taylor, Michelle Gutierrez, Casey Sebold

Roads & Bridges Division

10 Years
Kimberly A. Barbero

Roads & Bridges Division

5 Years
Tracey L. Meadows

EMS Division

Calvin M. Tayes

EMS Division

10 Steven Gibbs
11 Frank Burgess, Sarah Burris, Richard Nabors
12 Charles Floyd
13 Gabriela Santiago
14 Mark Bowen, Michael Rose, Steven Roberson
15 Martin Jacobson
17 Michael Miller, Christopher Lee

Welcome Aboard ~December New Hires!

18 Larry Carnley

Lamar Hobbs

Transit– Fixed Route/Budget

19 Chris Fox, Chris Hair

Gabriela Santiago

County Managers Office

21 David M. Kelley

Bobby Kelly

Roads & Bridges Division

22 Curtis R Young, Daniel J Gilbert

Wayne Wakefield

Pamama City Beach Library

23 Richard Robinson, Tamara Nissen

Jeff Yates

Builder’s Services Division

25 James E. Hill, David P Kelly, Angela M. Frank

Justin Hicks

Roads & Bridges Division

26 Jason W. Beck

Travis Risenburg

Parks & Recreation Division

27 Carl Erickson, Ronald E. Hogan

Joseph Milliron

Animal Control Division

28 Ron Farris

Joanne Whitely

Gulf County Library

29 Chyrl Boyer, Brian G Hardin, Daniel Page

If you do not want your birthday to be
listed in the newsletter, please notify
Kimmy Brown at kbrown@baycountyfl.gov.

30 Christy Knight, John Crader, Jason Jowers,
31 Dionte R. Clark
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”
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Holiday Promotion: Lifetime Sportsman Price Reduction
Nov. 24 through Dec. 31, 2014
Lifetime licenses
The FWC issues lifetime licenses to Florida residents for hunting,
freshwater fishing and saltwater fishing. Note: Lifetime
licenses remain valid for use in Florida even if the license holder moves
out of the state.
Governor Rick Scott signed an executive order
authorizing the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission to offer Lifetime
Sportsman’s Licenses for Florida children and young
adults at a greatly reduced cost from Nov. 24
through Dec. 31, 2014. During this time, the license
price will be reduced to $500 (plus processing fees)
for Florida residents who are 5 through 21 years
old.
This will be available to purchase at a local Tax Collector’s office, by phone, or online
for ages 5-21. To purchase the license, you must provide date of birth and social
security number.
How to Order
Note: A lifetime license may be purchased only at tax collectors' offices , or you may
purchase online if you are age 16 or older and have a valid Florida Driver License or
Identification Card with residency verified by the Florida Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles.
Please allow at least 30 working days for processing and mailing of your Lifetime hard
card.
For children under 13 years of age, lifetime licenses can be purchased only at tax
collectors' offices and with the following documentation:

Certified copy of child's birth certificate,

Social Security Number and

Copy of the Florida driver's license of one parent whose name appears on the
birth certificate.
Children between the ages of 13 and 18 may also use:

Student ID Card (from Florida school) and

Parent's proof of residency (child must be accompanied by the parent the time
of purchase).
For more information or for applications for lifetime licenses, contact your county tax
collector's office or the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Office of Licensing
and Permitting…. Or www.myfwc.com.
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Enjoy Cranberries this Holiday Season
Submitted by: Marjorie Moore, Ph.D.

Tis the season to enjoy your favorite holiday foods! Cranberries are a favorite holiday food for me. Fresh or dried, they are
a wonderful food to consume. I don’t eat them out of the bag because they are too tart but they are heavenly in recipes.
Cranberries are an excellent source of antioxidants. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) conducted a
study in 2007 on antioxidant content of food and found cranberries to be among the top five foods (blueberries, blackberries, raspberries, strawberries) with the highest antioxidant content
per serving.
Antioxidants are substances that protect cells from oxidative stress
and the effects of free radicals. Free radicals are produced in the
human body. When breathing air, digesting food or being exposed
to second-hand smoke, all produce free radicals. Many experts believe free radicals play a role in heart disease, cancer, and other diseases.
Cranberries are a good source of dietary fiber to help prevent constipation, potassium to maintain normal blood pressure, and vitamin
C for healthy gums, skin and blood pressure.
Stock up on cranberries now. Simply put them in a freezer bag and
store in the freezer. Cranberries will last almost a year when frozen.
Photo taken by: Scott Jackson, Sea Grant Agent
If storing cranberries in the refrigerator, put them in a crisper and
they will stay fresh for about 3 to 4 weeks.
Here is a wonderful cranberry recipe to include in your holiday meals. Enjoy!

Cranberry-Apricot Chutney
1 cup apple cider
2/3 cup orange juice
¾ cup sugar
1 piece fresh ginger (about 1-inch)
1 cinnamon stick
½ teaspoon whole cloves

¼ teaspoon kosher salt
1/8 teaspoon

dried crushed red pepper
1 package fresh cranberries (12 oz.)
¾ cup dried apricots, diced
½ teaspoon orange zest
¾ cup pecans (chopped and toasted)

Add apple cider, orange juice, sugar, ginger, cinnamon, cloves, salt and red pepper in a large saucepan. Bring
to a boil on medium to high heat. Reduce heat to low and simmer for about 10 minutes, stir occasionally. Remove cloves and discard.
Add cranberries and increase heat to medium. Boil for 5 to 10 minutes or until all cranberries pop. Remove
cinnamon stick and ginger, discard. Crush cranberries with back of spoon. Remove from heat and add apricots and orange zest. Completely cool the mixture. This recipe can be served immediately or refrigerated for
up to two days. Add pecans just before serving.

For more information, Dr. Moore can be reached at the Extension Office at 850-784-6105 or mreem@ufl.edu. All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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Funny haha...
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CLASSIFIEDS
Contact Sheila at 628-3057 if interested or need more info.

Solid Oak Entertainment Center with 5 shelves for components behind glass doors, closed area
for TV – 29”Wx25”Hx19”D, and drawer for storage.
Excellent Condition - $350

Contact Sheila at 628-3057 if interested or need more info.

Antique Amish Farm Table with drop leave sides that easily converts to a buffet and/or eating
table. 68” Long; Each drop side 10”; Center 23” total 43” Wide when extended.
Beautiful wood - $400
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE !!!

Combo Stroller $50

Contact Peggy after 6 p.m.
at 850 814-2468

Toshiba Laptop, excellent condition, Windows
7, asking $275.00 OBO.
Call Vickie @ 248-8280
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CLASSIFIEDS
Artwork can be seen at :
http://rick-mckinney.artistwebsites.com
Or Contact Rick at 850 348-9107
Rick McKinney Limited Edition Signed Prints and Available Originals
20% Discount for BOCC Employees till January 1st

“Well, here we go again… Did anyone here not eat his or her
homework on the way to school?”

“OK, Frank, that’s enough. I’m sure the Jeffersons are
quite amazed at your car headlights device.”
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CLASSIFIEDS
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Something’s
Happening...
CLASSIFIEDS

The Property Appraiser’s Office is collecting personal care items for
the “Santa is a Senior Citizen Program” through December 12th. We
have a collection box located in our front lobby. Please help us collect personal care items for seniors in area nursing homes.
Toothbrush/Toothpaste
Soap
Bath Gel
Bath Sponge
Deodorant
Hand Sanitizer
Lotion
Socks
Nail Polish
Lipstick
Pens
Body Spray/Perfume/Cologne
Please contact Cindy Perry at 248-8417 with any questions.
Thanks for your support!
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