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Focus On... Mosquito Control
Information on the Zika Virus

What is Zika?
Zika is a virus transmitted by mosquitoes to humans. The virus has recently spread to
the Americas. Symptoms of infection are usually mild, but severe complications
including serious birth defects and various neurological and autoimmune complications
can result from infection with the virus. Currently, there are no vaccines or medications
available to prevent infection. Avoiding mosquito bites is the best defense against Zika
virus infection.
In 2015 a large outbreak started in Bahia, Brazil and spread throughout South and
Central America and the Caribbean. Large outbreaks of the disease have been
reported from many countries in the area including Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, and
probably others that have not yet reported accurate statistics. In the continental United
States, travel-related cases of the disease have been reported from several states,
including Florida.

How is the virus transmitted?
Zika is an arthropod borne virus (arbovirus) principally transmitted by mosquitoes of
the genus Aedes. In the Americas, the principal vector is the yellow fever mosquito,
Ae. aegypti, but the Asian Tiger Mosquito Ae. albopictus, is a potential vector as well.
These mosquitoes live in close association with humans, and occur in numerous types
of water-holding containers such as buckets, plastic containers, discarded tires and
other items often found around human dwellings. They do not live in ditches, marshes,
or other large bodies of water. The Zika virus can be frequently transmitted from
mother to fetus, and there is one documented case of the virus being transmitted
sexually.
Continued...
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Focus On... Mosquito Control
What are the symptoms of Zika virus infection?
About 1 in 5 persons infected with the virus develops symptoms, which are considered “mild”. Primary symptoms
include headaches, skin rash, fever, pink eye, general malaise, and muscle/joint pain. Little is known about potential
long term neurological effects of infection with Zika. Symptoms develop from two to 10 days after exposure and last
approximately from 2 days to a week.
The fact that a large proportion of those infected are asymptomatic means
that the daily routine of these infective persons will not be interrupted by
the infection, potentially exposing them to mosquito bites and serving as a
source for mosquito infection that can further spread the virus. The virus
is usually present in the blood of an infected person for a few days during
which a mosquito may acquire the infection by bite.
There is more unknown than known about complications resulting from
Zika virus infection. For this reason alone, infection with the virus should
be taken very seriously, and appropriate precautions should be taken to avoid infection. Zika virus infection in pregnant
women can result in serious, even lethal consequences for the fetus. During the current Zika pandemic, a very high
incidence of babies born with abnormally small heads and significant brain damage, a condition known as microcephaly,
is being documented in mothers that were infected with the virus during pregnancy. Various health organizations,
including the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, recommend that pregnant women avoid travel to
destinations where Zika is found. As with other viral infections, there also appears to be a connection between Zika
infection and development of Guillain—Barré syndrome, a condition where the body’s immune system attacks the
peripheral nervous system.
What is the treatment?
There is no specific treatment for Zika virus infection. Given that the primary
symptoms, if any, are usually mild, only supportive treatment (rest, fluids, and
medications such as acetaminophen for fever and pain) are recommended.
Patients should not take aspirin or other non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
until dengue has been ruled out because these drugs may aggravate bleeding
associated with some forms of dengue.
How can I avoid infection with Zika virus?
As with other mosquito-transmitted pathogens, prevention involves limiting
exposure to mosquito bites. The most important preventive action is
personal protection, which means using protective clothing (e.g., long pants and
sleeves) and an approved mosquito repellent, preferably one containing DEET. Because the mosquitoes that transmit
the virus can reproduce in a variety of water holding containers, eliminating such potential mosquito developmental sites
from the home is also important. With the recent rains and the unusual rain pattern, this is very important to
remember.
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Bay County Administration

Tuesday, April 19th, was Commissioner Mike Thomas’s final day
on the Bay County Commission. He is stepping down from this
position to become the new mayor of Panama City Beach.
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SERVICE
Bay County’s 2016 Memorial Day Observance
On Monday, May 30th @ 10:00 a.m. the Bay County Veterans Council in conjunction with the
Bay County Board of County Commissioners will host Bay County’s annual Memorial Day
Observance in Panama City. The event will be at Kent Forest Lawn Cemetery at 2403
Harrison Avenue.
The ceremony, a tribute to the men and women who have served our great nation and have
given their lives; the ultimate sacrifice to protect the freedoms that our country hold so dear.
We remember their sacrifice and reflect the great cost of freedom.
Bill Gobat, Lt. Colonel, USMC, (Ret) will serve as the Master of Ceremonies. The Guest
Speaker will be Commissioner Mike Nelson, Chairman, District 1.

The agenda for the ceremony is as follows:
















Welcome by Lt./Col. Bill Gobat, Master of Ceremonies.
Invocation by Dr. Steve Taylor, Pastor of Emerald Coast Fellowship.
Presentation of Colors by Color Guard of Mosley High School Marine Corps JROTC.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Bill Gobat.
National Anthem by Jesselyn Dudinsky, Senior at North Bay Haven School.
Wreath Presentation by Marine Corps League, Detachment 065.
Roll Call & Honor Walk by Veterans Organizations, Units/Troops.
God Bless America by Jesselyn Dudinksy.
Recognition of Special Guest, widows, mothers and parents of deceased Veterans.
Guest Speaker, Commissioner Mike Nelson, Chairman.
Benediction by Dr. Steve Taylor.
Twenty-One Gun Salute by the Gulf State Guards, Inc.
Taps performed by Stewart Corbin, Orchestra member of First Baptist Church of PC.
Closing Remarks / Dismissal by Bill Gobat.
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Bay County Builders Services
May is Building Safety Month
As families move outdoors to enjoy nice weather in
spring and summer, special precautions should be
taken to ensure outdoor areas are safe from potential
hazards. Swimming pools pose a risk to children and
adults alike. Below you will find tips to remember for
pool safety.

Builders Services, Larry Carnley,
takes Building Safety very seriously

1) If you’re considering a swimming pool purchase, contact your local
Building Department first to determine exactly what permits are
needed and what requirements you must follow.
2) In-ground and above-ground pools, including inflatable pools
holding more than 24 inches of water, must be surrounded by a
fence or other barrier at least four feet high. Any gates in the fence
must be self-closing and self-latching.
3) Consider installing a pool alarm that can alert if someone enters the
pool.
4) Practice constant, adult supervision around any body of water,
including pools and spas. Nationally, drowning is a leading cause
of death to children under five
5) Reserve a spot on a wall or fence near the pool for lifesaving
devices, including a portable or mobile telephone
6) Make sure drain covers are properly fitted and paired or have
vacuum suction releases to prevent being trapped under water.
7) Steps and ladders for above-ground pools should be secured or removed when the pool is
not in use
8) Use a cover for the pool when it is not in use
9) Clean and clear water is essential for pool safety.
If you cannot see the bottom of the pool at its deepest
point, the pool should not be used and you should
contact your pool professional.
10) Electrical devices need to be protected by a
ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) and should be
installed, maintained and inspected by qualified
professionals. Contact a licensed electrician or your
local building department for more information.
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Bay County Emergency Services

Bay County Fire Rescue, in cooperation with the Panama City Beach and Lynn Haven fire
departments and Safe Kids Worldwide, hosted the event aimed at helping parents
determine whether the car seat is the right fit for the child and correctly fastened in the
vehicle.
“Car crashes are a leading cause of death for children one to 13 years old,” Bay County
Emergency Services Chief Mark Bowen said. “There are many different car safety seats and
many different vehicle protection systems, and they do not always work well together. We
are excited to be able to help caregivers take the guesswork out of installing their car seat.”
In addition to the car seat event, several Bay County employees are now certified to inspect
car seats. They are: Sean McGann, Travis Williams, Ben Collier, Mike Dean, Megan Lavery,
Josh Mayfield, and Brooke Powell.
“It is our goal to have technicians at every fire station,” said Bowen. “There is a need in our
community and we will fulfill that need.
Appointments are recommended for inspections. Please call 248-6040.

Each car seat checkup takes 30 minutes to complete and
participants are encouraged to bring car seat instructions and an
owner’s manual to the event.
Florida law requires parents to use a child restraint system. If
children are not properly restrained while traveling in a vehicle,
they could easily be injured in a collision or any other emergency
situation.
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Pensacola Beach Firefighter Combat Challenge On Saturday April 9th, Bay County Fire-

As the event unfolds it begins with a forcible entry station where professional conduct is the standard;
meaning that excessive force is not allowed. For reference, the teams that struggled with this burned over
2 minutes to force entry through a wooden door with only 1 tool. While both of our BCFR teams swiftly
moved through this obstacle in less than 10 seconds.
The course progresses to a 100ft hose pull of a standard 1.75" charged line finishing with a controlled
burst of water knocking down a designated target. Then directly onto a "Keiser sled" which simulates the
striking force of fireground hand tool work by moving a 125lb sled 10ft in distance. Next the course
requires the lifting and dragging of a 175lb manikin a distance of 50ft through sand to simulate emergency
victim removal. The final station requires the hoisting of 40lbs over 40 vertical feet via rope. The combat
challenge engages the Firefighter on a full body spectrum of fitness.
The two BCFR teams had placed 2nd and 5th place out of 14 competing teams. This is credited to our
department's commitment firefighter physical fitness through a regimented program and annual testing.

Bay County Emergency Services

Rescue had two teams voluntarily
competing in the first annual Pensacola Beach Firefighter Combat Challenge. This combat challenge was
the first of its kind as the competition was held entirely on sugar sand thus increasing difficulty. The
firefighter combat challenge is a timed event comprised of 5 separate skill stations requiring intense
physical labor and equipment/tool manipulation.

Team name and members:
"Sandy Hose Draggers" Lt. Seth Imhof,
Lt. Oleg Tuzhanskiy, FF. Denis Peregoedov,
FF. Ivan Butsikov, Lt. Ike Smith
"Ladder Day Saints" FF. Jason Bowden,
Capt. Gabe Moschella, FF. Mike Ashmore,
FF. Justin Barron, FF. Chris Bowser
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Bay County Emergency Services
BAY COUNTY COMMISSION ISSUED PROCLAMATION FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK

 Whereas emergencies can occur at anytime that require police, fire or emergency medical services; and,
 Whereas when an emergency occurs the prompt response of police officers, firefighters and EMS is critical to the
protection of life and preservation of property; and,
 Whereas the safety of our police officers, firefighters and EMS is dependent upon the quality and accuracy of
information obtained from citizens who telephone a Telecommunications center; and,
 Whereas Public Safety Telecommunicators are the first and most critical contact our citizens have with emergency
services; and,
 Whereas Public Safety Telecommunicators are the single vital link for our police officers, firefighters and EMS by
monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information and insuring their safety; and,
 Whereas Public Safety Telecommunicators of Bay County have contributed substantially to the apprehension of
criminals, suppression of fires and treatment of patients; and,
 Whereas each Telecommunicator has exhibited compassion, understanding and professionalism during the
performance of their job in the past year;
 Therefore Be It Resolved that the County Commissioners of Bay County declare the week of April 10 through 16,
2016 to be National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week, in honor of the men and women whose diligence and
professionalism keep our county and citizens safe.

Through funds raised by private donations and raffles the Telecommunicators fund the yearly banquet.

On April 21, 2016, Bay County participated in the Wounded Warrior Project, by using
our ladder to help raise the flag to salute our wounded veterans.
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Risky Business
“A Publication of the Risk Management Department”

Heat Exhaustion
During the coming months we can all be exposed to heat exhaustion. Excessive heat causes accidents in many ways. It
becomes more difficult to concentrate on the job, you sweat, we get tired and nervous, and begin making errors in judgment. When the temperature exceeds 90o, everyone needs to be aware of the danger signs.
How to prevent heat exhaustion:
 Avoid consuming alcohol and ice water while working.
 Drink plenty of cool fluids; citrus or fruit juices work best.
 Avoid heavy, fatty-type foods.
 Wear light, loose clothing.
 Avoid fatigue; get plenty of rest.
 Replace lost body salts.
 See a doctor if you are not feeling well.
How to recognize heat exhaustion:
 A person is dazed, staggers or becomes dizzy.
 Lack of sweating
 There is a feeling of nausea or vomiting; the person also can feel chilly.
 Their face looks pale.
 There is a weak pulse and body temperature is below normal.
 A person is lying out unconscious.


What to do:
 Call for emergency medical assistance.
 Keep the victim lying down with their head lower than their feet.
 Loosen the victim’s clothing.
 Give fluids if possible. Avoid ice water and alcohol.
Remember: Both heat exhaustion and sunstroke are
serious matters. In both cases, the body is reacting to
a life threatening situation. Do not take chances.
Should you begin to feel ill, take a break and drink
some cool (not ice) water or something else other than
an alcoholic beverage. Both injuries frequently cause a
lack of consciousness; in our business, that can lead to
a serious injury.
Source— Safety Tool Box
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Service
Anniversaries
10 Builder's Services

Nissen, Tamara J.

10 Builder's Services

Alvin Edwards

Kimberly A. Barbero

Sasser, Jamie L.

Anthony M. Lama

Linda G. Griner

10 County Pier

Sieben, John W.

Billy R. Forrest

Lisa A. Williams

10 GIS

Morgan, Jennifer K.

Charles H. Brunner

Marcia L. Bush

10 Roads & Bridges

Allison, Randal D.

Courtney Ziegmont

Marcus A. Vigil

5

EMS Division

Russ, Winston E.

Daniel B. Parker

Michael R. Nelson

5

Intel. Transportation Sys Jones, Timothy C.

David G. Marcum

Misty L. Haddock

5

Landfill

Gurganus, Johnny

David J. Pfister

Myra F. Paxton

5

Water Systems

Griffin, Tracy A.

Dennis L. Stubbs

Natasha Lithway

Diane C. Stiltner

Paige M. Poston

Donald J. Banks

Richard J. Evans

Douglas A. Cook

Robert E. Vinson

Edward J. Brown

Ronald M. Wolf

Fred T. Wakefield

Rose C. Burns

Herman R. Riley

Roy A. Golden

Howard B. Jones

Scott D. Warner

Holly Melzer - County Attorney's Office

James C. Tucker

Sidney G. Busick

Amy Miller - Liberty County Library

James E. Dodge

Sidney L. Willingham

James Tucker - Wastewater Systems

James E. Kirkland

Stephen L. Thomason

Ann Kaskinen - Bay County Library

Janie L. Lucas

Thomas R. Newton

Jim E. Davey

Timothy H. Harper

Joanne L. Whitley

Trevor A. Clark

John H. Deegins

Valerie L. Sale

Eugene Brandow - Emergency Services

Justin W. Walters

Wendy W. Sim

Sara Wells - Emergency Services

Juston A. Keefe

William N. Rose

New Hires
Timothy Cheatham - Traffic Engineering
Michelle Runyon - Solid Waste Admin
Trevor Noble - Utiliities Admim

Joel Oquendo - Emergency Services
Chelsea Berube - Engineering

St Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital sent a “Thank You!”
to Bay County Employees for their
continued support through the Haunted Hay Ride.
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Bay County Public Library
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Do I Need a Pesticide Applicator
License for My Job? By Julie McConnell
One of the services offered by the UF/IFAS Extension office is training and exams for pesticide applicators in
the State of Florida. There are three main types of pesticide licenses with over a
dozen categories offered in Florida and figuring out which one is needed for
what type of work can be very confusing. Below are some frequently asked
questions to help you navigate which licenses may be needed for your role with
the county.
Each individual pesticide applicator is responsible for being sure they are
properly licensed. You as the applicator are subject to fines and/or criminal
charges if you are applying pesticides without proper licensing. Be sure you are
not putting yourself or your employer at risk!
Do you apply pesticides (herbicide, insecticide, miticide, fungicide, etc.) to
flower beds, parking lot islands, or lawns as part of your job?
If you are applying pesticides to the sites listed above then you need the Limited Lawn & Ornamental (LLO)
Pesticide License. This license is for landscapes associated with buildings or structures owned by your employer
(in this case Bay County). For Licensing of Lawn & Ornamental Pesticide Applicators in Florida, http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/PI/PI00600.pdf page 3. This type of pesticide license is regulated under the
Structural Pest Control Act, Chapter 482, Florida Statute.
What about buildings that are only temporarily occupied such as
concession stands at sports fields?
Pesticide applications to landscapes associated with any building, even
concession stands, clubhouses, or storage sheds do require the Limited
Lawn & Ornamental license.
Do I need a pesticide license to apply pesticides in and around
buildings? For example, applying insecticides to prevent roaches.
Yes. The appropriate license for this type of situation is the Limited
Structural Certification which allows government employees to apply
pesticides to government owned properties. For more details see
Licensing of Structural Pesticide Applicators in Florida,
https://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/PI/PI05900.pdf page 3. This type of pesticide license is regulated
Continued...
under the Structural Pest Control Act, Chapter 482, Florida Statute.
Continued...
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Continued...
If I have the Limited Lawn & Ornamental Pesticide License or Limited
Structural Certification, can I do side work on my days off applying
pesticides?
No, this license is only valid on property owned by your employer. You cannot
do any contract work or applications on private property not owned by you
under these certifications.
Can I supervise other employees under the Limited Lawn & Ornamental or Limited Structural
Certification?
No. Each person who applies pesticides in these settings must have a license in their name. No supervision is
allowed under any Limited certifications.
What about applying pesticides to other sites such as roadsides, natural areas, sports fields, parks, or
cemeteries?
Right-of-Way Restricted Use Pesticide License (roadsides)
Natural Areas Restricted Use Pesticide License
Ornamental & Turf Restricted Use Pesticide License (sports fields, parks, or cemeteries)
A pesticide license is only needed to apply Restricted Use Pesticides to the sites listed above. The names of
each license are as follows:
If general use pesticides are used, then the license is not required as long as pesticides are not applied in
areas associated with buildings (these would fall under the limited structural categories). There are also other
categories available based on the type of site where pesticides will be applied, please see the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
http://
www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions -Offices/AgriculturalEnvironmental-Services/Business-Services/Pesticide/PesticideApplicator-Certification/Pesticide-Applicator-CertificationLicensing site for more details. This pesticide license is regulated
under the Pesticide Regulation and Safety, Chapter 487, Florida
Statute.
Is supervision allowed under the Restrict ed Use licenses?
Yes, up to 15 persons can be supervised under the license holder
of a pesticide license in the Restricted Use Category. The supervisor must be immediately available to the
applicators during application either on site, by phone, or radio.
For more questions about pesticide safety, licensing, and available training please contact Julie McConnell at
juliebmcconnell@ufl.edu or 850-784-6105.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Sorrelli !!!
Dazzling Dotted Line Cuff
w/Clear Crystals in
Antique Gold finish.
Like new – only worn once
for a wedding.
Retails for $75, will sell for $60.
Call Vickie @ 814-7077
if interested.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Tim and Donna Cole (GIS)
became grandparents on
April 2nd @ 12:14 pm
in Jacksonville, FL.
She weighed 8lbs 2oz and was 21”.
Her parents are

Carsyn Luxe Cole

Roxanne Mayo and Matt Cole.
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