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Tommy Hamm - District I
Robert Carroll - District II
William Dozier - District III
Douglas Moore - District IV
The devastation of Hurricane Michael has created a wildfire threat
Griff Griffitts - District V
that will linger for years to come. Over three
million acres of trees were decimated in the counties impacted by
the storm. While county, state, and federal efforts are ongoing to remove debris, branches, tree tops, and
other vegetative debris continue to pose increased fire threats to our county.
The sheer amount of vegetative debris has caused fire officials to adapt their wildland firefighting tactics.
Simply accessing a wildfire is time-consuming and exhausting. Crews have to remove debris or cut fire lines
through countless fallen trees before they can begin to fight the wildfire.
Additionally, the Florida Forest Service (FFS)
estimates that there is more than 10 times
more fuel per acre to sustain wildfires than
before the storm. As a result, it takes more
time and personnel to control wildfires since
the storm. Wildfires that were once quickly
contained now become threats to life and
property.
Even though we have had a rainy winter, a very
dry spring has caused the drying of surface
fuels. Wildfires can and do spread quickly with
the sheer amount of fuel in our area. We have
seen a string
of wildfires locally in Bay County in the past few
weeks.
There are many
tools we can use to
help mitigate the
chances of a
catastrophic
wildfire, including
creating defensible
spaces around our
(Continued on page 2)
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Students from multiple agencies
attended ICS-300: Intermediate
ICS for Expanding Incidents.

(Continued from page 1)

homes, safely burning yard waste, utilizing
prescribed burning, and reporting a potential wildfire
or suspicious arson activity.
Protect your life, home and community by using
these tools found at bewildfirereadyfl.com.
Homeowners can also help prevent wildfires by
following the FFS setbacks:





This course provides training for personnel who
require advanced application of the Incident
Command System (ICS).

Fire should be at least 25 feet from your home;
25 feet from wildlands, brush, and combustible
structures;
50 feet from paved public roads;
150 feet from other homes

ICS is a standardized approach to the command,
control, and coordination of emergency response
providing a common hierarchy within which
responders from multiple agencies can be
effective.

Homeowners can also help by following these
guidelines:
 Never leave a fire unattended;
 Keep a water hose and shovel handy;
 Make sure all fires are fully extinguished

ICS was initially developed to address problems
of inter-agency responses to wildfires in
California and Arizona but is now a component
of the National Incident Management System
(NIMS) in the US, where it has evolved into use
in All-Hazards situations, ranging from active
shootings to HazMat scenes.

Unincorporated Bay County has no current burn
bans; however, citizens in municipalities should
check with their local officials before outdoor
burning. Some cities have year-round burn bans.

Pictured: EM Planner Eric Kunzman gives an
overview of the three-day curriculum.

PTSD is so much more than
having trouble moving on after a
traumatic event. PTSD comes in
all shapes and sizes and can have
a severe impact on your ability to
enjoy your life on a daily basis.
It’s important to note that while PTSD symptoms can
be incredibly distressing, several evidence-based
interventions are highly effective in treating PTSD.
Our mission is to put an end to the stigma and
encourage those who are experiencing any of these
feelings to know that it’s okay to ask for help, and to
connect you with effective treatment options.
https://www.facebook.com/2ndAlarmProject
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Glenn Ogborn

Division Manager
Solid Waste Division

Eddie Bozeman
Parks & Recreation Division

Michael Anderson
Utility Inspector II
Utility Services Division
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The new
“Micro Market”
will be located in the
café on 1st floor.
It will include
sandwiches, salads,
drinks, & snacks.
Watch for more updates
as available.
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Thank you to everyone that participated in the
Health Fair. It was well planned and well attended.
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Theodore J. Myron
Julie B. McConnell

Fernando Cervantes

Thomas L. Benford

Pheobee K. Cochran

Timothy M. Ouimet

Kevin P. Melvin

Heath C. McClenahan

Paul M. Fowler

Laura J. Laspee

Samuel A. White

Alex N. Caruthers

Hunter D. Retherford

Wendall A. Kelly

Suzanne M. Kogot

Robert Pilat

David D. King

Whitney M. Murphy

Ivan M. Butsikov

Edward E. Violette, III

Evelyn L. Temple

Linda S. Williams

Jessica N. Lundeen

Robin G. Shader

Serina C. Junger

Zachery T. Hamstra

David J. Lerner

Christopher J. Bush

Oscar J. Martinez

Bradford Harrington

Christopher L. Mathers

Shelia M. Williams

Lawrence E. Smith

Elaine H. Ashmore

John F. Parker

Justin E. Leach

Mark A. Gray

Johnny R. Butterworth

Craig C. Pettis

Nattalie N. Dorch

Joseph E. McAdam

Daniel J. Hallisey

Steven W. Carter

Daryl Johns

Robert E. Snyder

Joseph E. Bachant

Denis L. Peregoedov

Tabitha S. Nelson

Emily A. Wylie

Michael L. Welch

Rachael L. Fillingame Michael E. Macdermott

Jonas B. Suggs

Victoria M. McCall

Samuel D. Abbott

Jeremy Green - Traffic Engineering
Earnest Horton - Builder's Services
Robert Snyder - EMS

William Brotherston - Code Enforcement

25 Taylor, Lesil R.

Public Safety-E911

15 Petski, Jay W.

Fire Services

10 Salaty, Gina L.

EMS Division

Deby Davison - P City Bch Library

5 Strickland, Richard D. Facilities

James Barnes - Roads & Bridges

5 Stanley, Pamela A.

Riley Powell - EMS
Ashley Trent - EMS
Casey Stephens - Parks
Natalie Hauck - EMS
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Planning & Zoning

D

isaster response deployments
require a high level of mental and
physical effort from emergency
service professionals. The physical,

social, and psychological demands of disaster
response work can become overwhelming, and
without mitigation, contribute to longer term
behavioral health and substance use issues. Peer
support among disaster responders can improve
mission readiness and preserve the force during
deployment, as well as mitigate longer term
consequences of disaster response work,
including PTSD and other mental health concerns.
Seeing suffering and devastation of a disaster,
along with repeated exposure to grievously
injured and deceased persons as well as human
remains can increase feelings of cynicism and
hopelessness among responders. Feeling a range
of emotions is typical. Upon demobilization from
disaster response, it may take a while to feel
“normal” again and shake some of the images from the disaster site. If symptoms interfere over time
with sleeping, eating, decision making, performance, this is not helpful or healthy.
Today on #PTSDAwarenessDay we stand with our first responder community working tirelessly in
Surfside, Florida. We are proud and honored for the opportunity to send trained peers from our
panhandle area departments to assist in the peer support efforts in South Florida. The 2nd Alarm
Project team also stands behind all of our #FloridaUSAR teams currently on scene, particularly Task
Force 7 from the panhandle, as they prepare for possible deployment.
We’ve got your back before, during, and after this deployment.
If you rode out #HurricaneMichael, chances are
you met one of the first responders from
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue as they searched and
cleared homes in Bay County.
#MDFR has some of the best search and rescue
teams in the world. They have deployed to
countless communities and countless disasters
here and abroad. We are absolutely heartbroken to
see them face this disaster in their own community.
We all know too well what it's like to be a disaster survivor. Let's pay it forward and
#SupportSurfside. Go to https://supportsurfside.org/ to learn how.
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ummer is here along with National Pool Safety Month. As temperatures rise pools are a great
source of relief from the heat not to mention just plain fun. While we enjoy our time around the pool
it is important to remember that pools can be a significant drowning hazard for young children,
especially when safety features are not in place or neglected.
Consumer Products Safety Commission
(CPSC) reports “Children younger than 5
represent nearly 75% of pool and spa
deaths”. Pool Safety month is a great
opportunity to survey your pool area and
verify that adequate safety measures are in
place alerting residents of pool activity. The
good news is that installing or maintaining
pool barriers can greatly reduce the
possibility of
unsupervised children
accessing a pool area and therefore
contribute to reduced drowning deaths.
Perimeter pool barriers are required by the
Florida Building Code for any new pool, they are also required under statutory law (see SS. 515.29). Pool
barriers are not only required to meet minimum height requirements but also opening configurations within
the barrier to prevent young children from climbing over or squeezing through the barrier.
Gates that provide access to the pool area have specific operational requirements like self-closing and selflatching mechanisms, outward swing only, minimum height of the release, and placement of the latching
mechanism.
Window and door alarms may also be required where part of the perimeter pool barrier is formed by the
home and provides access to the pool area. There are alternative water event alarms that can function in the
place of window or door alarms, but only where such openings provide access to the pool area through the
home.
Routine year-round inspections of your pool area to assure proper maintenance and function of your pool
barrier is crucial. If your pool barrier is in need of maintenance, or you have an existing pool that has an
outdated barrier, it is highly recommended that you contact a local Pool Contractor to have your pool barrier
accessed and brought up to current minimum safety standards.
Also recommend is visiting the CPSC website CPSC.gov | for additional information on pool safety. Together,
we can make summer fun and safe for all ages while helping reduce chances of drowning in young children.
Submitted by: Robert R. Sheppard - Building Code Enforcement Official
Bay County Board of County Commissioners
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We are so excited to announce
the promotion of
Firefighter-Paramedic
Nicolas Dickinson
to EMS Lieutenant!
Nic is an amazing firefighter but his
passion lies in prehospital care. His
paramedic skills are exemplary. He is
widely respected within all of our
divisions and in the first responder
community. We are looking forward to
seeing him make the transition to the
EMS ranks.
Congratulations and Good Luck,
Lieutenant Dickinson

Chief Brad Monroe and Deputy Chief David Morrison
were honored to present rookie firefighters Jesse Alday and
Ashlee (Grace) Cook with their black helmets today!
In our department, a yellow helmet means the firefighter is
still in probationary status. We know they are thrilled to trade
up to black which means they have achieved full firefighter
status!
#BCFR has an intensive process for certifying our new
firefighters, including the completion of a task book. This
book identifies the competencies, behaviors, and tasks that
personnel should demonstrate to be a Bay County firefighter
and can take up to a year to complete.
Photo Cred: Doug Dobos
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Bay County Emergency Services is honored to present,
Paramedic Kelly Guillory, and
Captain Michelle Gutierrez

M

K

ichelle is originally from
California and landed at
Tyndall Air Force Base during her
years of service in The United
States Air Force. She obtained her
EMT and Firefighter certifications while in the military, and
came to Bay County Emergency Services in 2005. In 2006
she made Lieutenant, and was the first female promoted to
an officer’s position in Bay County.

elly is originally from West
Frankfort, IL and West
Monroe, LA, but came to Panama
City Beach from Cicero, IN in
2005. She spent five years
working in emergency services in Indiana and became a
Paramedic in Florida in 2007. Kelly is also a member of the
Bay County Emergency Services Honor Guard.
Kelly had some “On the job training” before she was even
certified. “Looking back, being the oldest of five, I have been
in training for this job since I was a kid, patching up three
brothers and a sister all the time. It did not become reality
until 2001…. Yes, I’m a late bloomer. Just goes to show that
you are never truly TOO OLD.”

Michelle says she originally wanted to become a Police
Officer while back in California but decided to join the
military instead. “I never thought I could make it as a
Firefighter,” says Captain Gutierrez. “When I joined the
military, I was chosen to be a Firefighter even though I had
originally signed up to be in the medical field. I learned so
much and loved the excitement of it. I couldn’t get enough,
so I chose to not re-enlist in the military, and to become a
Firefighter for Bay County instead.”

Kelly continues to work in EMS because she truly loves her
job. “I continue this hard, demanding job because I honestly
love the work,” says Kelly. “If you just like it you probably will
move on to do something else, but if you love what you do,
no matter how hard and demanding it is, it will never be
work.” During her time off, Kelly enjoys spending time with
family (and she can crochet just about anything).

She continues to work as a First Responder because she
loves to help people and to be someone that has a positive
impact on people’s lives. “With all the negative in the world,
I’m here to try and do some good. Knowing someone is still
alive today or that their house is still standing because I was
there, is why I continue to do this job.”

Kelly has the love and support of Jim, her husband of 29
years, three wonderful kids, four amazing grandkids, three
dogs, and three grand-dogs as well. “This job can put a
strain on any relationship,” says Kelly. “All parties involved
have to be all in.” Kelly also credits her mom with being a
hero, “My mother is definitely a hero for not only keeping five
kids alive, but for raising them to be great adults, spouses,
and parents.”

During her time off, Captain Gutierrez loves to spend time
with her family. She loves building things and spending time
outdoors. Captain Gutierrez credits her lovely wife, Robin
and her parents in California, with always being an amazing
support system in all that she does.

To anyone interested in entering the first responder field,
Kelly says, “The hardest thing in this field, especially if you
are new, is self-care. Learning how to take time out just for
yourself and nobody else. Taking time out for yourself will
help keep those batteries charged and fresh when you go to
work.”

To anyone interested in becoming a First Responder,
Captain Gutierrez says, “This job is not for everyone. You
will either love it or hate it. It is hard work physically and
mentally. You must be strong in both. Always keep a
positive attitude. Remember you are here because someone
is having a bad day, they are depending on you for your
help and your support!”

Kelly, you have spent many years dedicated to the citizens of
Bay County and we could not be more thankful. We are
humbled by your work ethic and the care you provide each
and every day you come to work. Thank you for being a
#HomeTownHero.

Captain Gutierrez, thank you for your outstanding leadership
and dedication to The Emergency Services Division. You
are absolutely a #HomeTownHero!
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“We had a wonderful experience with
Fire Medic Steven Whiters and Fire
EMT Josh Crane this past Friday. I
truly believe these two men saved my
child's life and we would like to make
sure we thank them…”.
“...On Friday, my husband and I were out of town for a quick
anniversary trip. Their grand parents were taking care of them
while we were gone. That afternoon, one of my boys, Nate,
accidentally ate a dessert with pecans in it at an aunt's house.
Mitch and Nate are both severely allergic to tree nuts. They
are also severely asthmatic. Nate began coughing and
wheezing soon after.
As they were driving back to the house, they realized the inhaler was not going to work and they needed to go to the ER. A
few minutes later, they knew they would not make it to the hospital in time. They pulled into the EMS building off Star Ave
and no one was there. They then called 911 and within 2 minutes these two angels showed up.
By the time they pulled in with the ambulance, Nate was limp and his eyes were rolling back into his head. His
grandparents were terrified! Steve and Josh immediately put a mask on him and rushed him to the ER. One of them asked
what triggered the attack. Once he figured out it was a food allergy, he shot him with epinephrine. Nate immediately came
back and started breathing normally. His O2 level went from 83 to 99!
They made sure they had his correct meds- he takes a lot! They both went out of their way to calm my child and the
grandparents so the transition to the hospital was as easy as possible.
Anaphylaxis is incredibly frightening! Their calm attitude and quick thinking saved my child's life. I am immensely grateful
for their hard work on my baby. I cannot thank them enough.”
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After an early morning structure fire was
extinguished and mopped-up, Fire
Engineer Justin Barron took a moment
to walk-through the scene with our rookie
firefighters.
Every scene is a learning opportunity. We
appreciate Engineer Barron's commitment
to passing on his experience and
knowledge to this generation of firefighters.
Photo Cred: Lt. Ike Smith
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For more adorable faces, go to: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/150/Adoptions
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For more adorable faces, go to: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/150/Adoptions
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#BCFR
responded to an
activated fire
alarm at Stacey's
Swingers day
care.
Fortunately, it
was a false
alarm and all
was well.
Firefighters
Cheyenne
Cecchini and
Chase Gilmore
and Firefighter
Engineer
Michael
Laramore
couldn't resist
hanging out with
the kiddos for a
few minutes. It's
truly the BEST
part of the job.
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The following is an excerpt from the Panama City News Herald on June 21, 2021

The chamber recognizes each year an outstanding member with its Member of the Year
award. Scott Jackson and Julie McConnell, of the Bay County/UF IFAS Extension Office,
were announced as the 2020 recipients. Rowell, who
introduced Jackson and McConnell as the recipients,
said they were top of mind from the beginning.
“From our first conversation, they stood out as a
shining star,” Rowell said. “At the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the shutdown had loomed
over the state, getting information out to the
chamber membership was key. Since 1954, the
Angie Jackson, Scott Jackson, Andrew Rowell (GAC
Outgoing COB) Julie McConnell, Bill McConnell
chamber had only missed one First Friday and that
was following Hurricane Michael. Chamber staff had
received a call that offered
“It was totally unexpected. They
a way to broadcast First
surprised Julie and me! They
Friday virtually. Following
secretly had our spouses off to
that first month of Virtual
the side.”
First Friday, Jackson and
Scott Jackson
UF/IFAS Extension Bay County Director (CED)
McConnell volunteered
countless hours and
expertise to assist in hosting Virtual First Friday. I am so
appreciative of their time and talents that they were able to lend us to make sure that we
were able to keep our membership up to date.”
bay@ifas.ufl.edu - (850) 248-809 - 728 E. 14th St., Panama City, FL 32401

For information on activity at the cooperative
extension office check out: https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/bay/
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Help us welcome our newest #FireKid to the family!

Dad & Mom, Lt. Ben and Michelle Collier,
share these pictures of perfection. What a great Father's Day!
We hear her big sister is over the moon.
Michelle is recovering beautifully.
We can't wait to get baby snuggles! Congrats Ben and Michelle!
Submitted by Brooke Powell
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