GIS Master Plan

Bay County GIS Staff - Front row: Mike MacDermott, Shannon Ackermann, Elizabeth Heikkinen,
Chris Mathers. Back row: Lori Bayless, Jennifer Morgan
The GIS Division, working in conjunction with Geographic Technologies Group (GTG), has
completed the development of a Master Plan. Multiple data-gathering techniques and
assessment methods were used to identify current successes and future needs.
A kickoff meeting was held with County Administration, Department Heads, and GIS users to learn
about the what, how, and why of having a Master Plan. A Voice of the Customer (Online
Questionaire) was used to solicit feedback from GIS users in regards to what is working, what
needs improvement, and identify unmet needs. Departmental interviews were conducted with key
users to determine an optimal move forward strategy and discussion of possible future uses of
GIS.
Benchmarking was used to compare Bay County’s GIS program to comparable
organizations nation-wide. Key performance indicators were developed to track success now and
(Con nued on page 2)
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in the future. A GIS needs-assessment was completed which included a review of the existing
system design.
The Master Plan was presented to the BOCC Board and adopted February 19th. A link to the
Master Plan is available at: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/577/GIS-Master-Plan

The presentation to
the Board
highlighted several
post Hurricane
Michael GIS
success stories.
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On Saturday February, 8th, several Bay County Team EVOLVE employees competed in the new, “gamified” obstacle
course race -Stadium Blitz at the Doak Campbell Stadium in Tallahassee. We raced with former New England Patriots
tight end Rob Gronkowski as well as Minnesota Viking/FSU football legend Dalvin Cook. During the event, we were
able to race side-by-side with the Gronk and thanks to Robert Majka (also notice his Gronk jersey in the pic!), we got a
group picture with Gronkowski and Cook after successfully completing the event.
Recently, the Gronkowski’s have partnered with Stadium Blitz to create a series of obstacle course-based races
designed for families with varying degrees of difficulty. The fun and empowering races are available to participants of
any skill/fitness level age 7 and up.

NFL

Proceeds from the race were divided between two categories, "Team Gronk" and "Team Cook." Cook, current
Minnesota Vikings running back, chose Second Harvest as his charity, while former New England Patriot tight end
"Gronk" chose Tallahassee Memorial Healthcare's "Carelink" program.
This race was a BLAST and something I would encourage everyone to do next year! - Coach J.T.
For more information on Stadium Blitz please
visit: https://stadiumblitz.com
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Bay County Government Center
840 W. 11th Street, Panama City
10:30am to 2:30pm
 Friday, February 28th
Smok’N’ Butts BBQ and Taqueria Sanchez
 Friday, March 6th
Crepe & Cream and Grub Slinger
“This program is organic, and we’ll make adjustments as necessary,” Bay County
Commission Chairman Philip "Griff" Griffitts said, “and we’re hopeful that it’s
successful and leads to trucks being there more days than Friday.”
Interested vendors can call Bay County Parks and Recreation
at (850) 248-8690 to get on the schedule, which is available on the county’s events
calendar at: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/Calendar.aspx

h ps://www.facebook.com/BayCoParksandRec/
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 On February 21st many were out for a
community tree distribution at Under the Oaks
Park. We gave away 500 free trees to people
in our community impacted by
the #HurricaneMichael tree loss.
 Thank you to UF/IFAS Extension Master
Gardener Volunteers, Bay County Parks &
Recreation, Bay County EMS, Parker Police
Department, Verizon and all the volunteers and
partner agencies that came out to assist with
the Florida Forest Service Parker Tree
Distribution.
 They all braved the cold and worked with a
challenging site to keep the traffic flowing as
they loaded trees... no small feat!
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BAY COUNTY
PARKS & RECREATION
HAS GONE GEOCACHE FRIENDLY!!!

While visi ng our:
 Parks
 Playgrounds
 Sport Complexes
 Boat Ramps
 Water Accesses
Check your
GEOCACHING APP or
GPS Device.
You may ﬁnd our
FUN HIDDEN
GEOCHACHES.
NEVER HEARD OF “GEOCACHING”?
Find all the information you need, with links to
download the app to your devices here…
https://www.geocaching.com/play
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Regional 911 Coordinators met with Senator
Gainer to discuss issues and initiatives in public
safety telecommunications. Eight county
coordinators were in attendance.
911 Coordinator Lesil
Taylor looks right at
home behind the
Senator's desk.
Senator George Gainer
said, “These are some of
the most hard working
people in the State of
Florida.”

Congratulations to #BCEMS Paramedics Amber Leach, Jake
Keeney, and Alexandria Stream and #BCFR Firefighter-Medic
Jared Sasnett on obtaining Paramedic II (Charge Medic)!
Once an EMS or Fire employee attains a paramedic
certification, they are required to obtain field
experience where they are coached, mentored, and
monitored by seasoned field Charge Medics and EMS
officers.
Once the field training is completed, these
paramedics are evaluated for promotion by a review
board. The candidates undergo written testing,
practical exercises, and an oral board review.
The training and testing is very rigorous and we
commend these employees for their dedication to
their craft and to the community.
We love the stuffed animals Lt. Gina Salaty awarded
them upon completion!
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Captain Gabriel Moschella is
one of 11 graduates from the
FLAMES class! This is a huge
accomplishment that only few
firefighters achieve.
We are extremely proud of all
these firefighters.
Panama City Beach Fire Rescue
Panama City Fire Department
City of Panama City - Government
City of Panama City Beach-Government

BAY COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES

11

6-week
Couch to
5k plan
Week one
Mon: Rest
Tue: Run 1 min, walk 1 min. Repeat 10 times.
Wed: Rest
Thur: Run 2 mins, walk 4 mins. Repeat 5 times.
Fri: Rest
Sat: Rest
Sun: Run 2 mins, walk 4 mins. Repeat 5 times.

Week four
Mon: Rest
Tue: Run 8 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat 3 times.
Wed: Rest
Thur: Run 10 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat twice, run for 5 mins.
Fri: Rest
Sat: Rest
Sun: Run 8 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat 3 times.

Week two
Mon: Rest
Tue: Run 3 mins, walk 3 mins. Repeat 4 times.
Wed: Rest
Thur: Run 3 mins, walk 3 mins. Repeat 4 times.
Fri: Rest
Sat: Rest
Sun: Run 5 mins, walk 3 mins. Repeat 3 times.

Week five
Mon: Rest
Tue: Run 9 mins, walk 1 min. Repeat 3 times.
Wed: Rest
Thur: Run 12 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat twice, run for 5 mins.
Fri: Rest
Sat: Rest
Sun: Run 8 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat 3 times.

Week three
Mon: Rest
Tue: Run 7 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat 3 times.
Wed: Rest
Thur: Run 8 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat 3 times.
Fri: Rest
Sat: Rest
Sun: Run 8 mins, walk 2 mins. Repeat 3 times.

Week six
Mon: Rest
Tue: Run 15 mins, walk 1 min. Repeat twice.
Wed: Rest
Thur: Run 10 mins, walk 1 min. Repeat 3 times.
Fri: Rest
Sat: Rest
Sun: 5K Race!

*On race day: You will probably find that you can run at least 20-30 minutes before you need a break, but regardless of
your plan or your preparedness, start slowly and don't wait until you are exhausted and feel like totally stopping before you
walk for a minute or 2. Remember the goal is to complete the 5k, not to set any land speed records. You can always
improve. Let’s finish!
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The Third Annual Deane Bozeman Band "Buck Trot" 5K & Fun
Run will be a blast as you start at the campus of Deane Bozeman
School and then run through the wooded trails that outskirt
beau ful Lake Merial! The run will support the award-winning
Deane Bozeman Band Program as they raise funds for new
instruments, music, and other needed materials. Join us for a
morning of fun, support our wonderful young musicians,
and ﬁnd your inner "Buck" as you run the "Buck Trot"!!
Event details and schedule at Ac ve.com and search for
“Buck Trot 5k and fun run”
25.00 Dona on for 5k
10.00 Dona on for walking
1 mile fun walk
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For more adorable faces, go to: https://www.baycountyfl.gov/150/Adoptions

The local PetSmarts will give out a coupon book and some
goodies for new adopters that bring in their adoption packet.

Bay County Animal Services offers
microchipping for your pet
at a low cost of $15.
It only takes 15 minutes for a pet’s lifetime
of identification.
Don’t let your pet be a statistic.
Microchipping is a simple and nationally
recognized way to reunite a lost pet to its
owner. Also, registration is definitive proof
of ownership.
For more information please call:
Bay County Animal Service, (850)767-3333 or come by 6401 Bay Line Drive, Panama City.
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Coronavirus Grabbing Headlines,
But Flu is Bigger Risk in U.S.
Posted on Feb 19th 2020 by Florida Blue
The coronavirus outbreak
that began in late December
in China has been getting a
lot of headlines. The numbers
are big: About 72,000 cases
and nearly 1,800 deaths, as of
Feb. 17. About 99 percent of
the cases are in mainland
China, as are all but five of the
deaths. There are 15 cases and
no deaths in the United States.

following the U.S. State
Department’s advisory to not
travel to China, Wells said.

Getting a flu shot is the best
way to keep you from getting
the flu. It also helps keep you
from spreading it to others. Flu
shots are recommended for
children as young as six
months. If you haven’t gotten a
flu shot yet, there’s still time
The numbers for the flu season because officials say the
in the U.S. that started in late
season could last until May. It
September are even bigger: 26 takes about two weeks to build
million cases, 250,000
your immunity after getting the
hospitalizations and 14,000
shot.
deaths through the first week of
February, according to
Florida Blue members can get
the Centers for Disease Control their flu shot at no additional
and Prevention.
cost. BlueMedicare HMO and
BlueMedicare PPO members
Dr. Kelli Wells, Florida Blue’s
can receive a $20 gift card as
senior medical director for
part of HealthyBlue Rewards.*
medical affairs, said you’re far
more likely to get the flu in the Wells also suggests following
U.S. than the coronavirus. The general prevention practices
virus was named COVID-19 by when it comes to the flu and
the World Health Organization. COVID-19. Those include
washing your hands
She said the flu and the
often, especially after
coronavirus are respiratory
touching shared
illnesses with symptoms like
surfaces; keeping your
coughing, difficulty breathing
distance from others; and
and fever. There’s no vaccine
avoiding sharing space
for COVID-19, so the best way with someone who is
to protect yourself is to avoid
sick.
being exposed. That includes

* Program restrictions and
limitations may apply. For full
details on program rules visit
floridablue.com/healthyblue or
call 1-855-861-9400.
Participation in HealthyBlue is
voluntary and offered at no cost
to you.

No ID card, no worries, you have one in the palm of
your hand. Download our mobile app and get your
ID card when you need it. You can ﬁnd the Florida
Blue App in the Android and Apple Stores.
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“On February 17th the good Lord
blessed me with baby Brynlee. This
en re experience opens your eyes to
things that I’ve never thought of un l
now. You look at your partner
completely diﬀerent and you realize
that this beau ful li le baby is relying on you 100%. It’s only been 1 week and she has
changed so much in that short period. I love my li le family so much!”
-Cory Parsons, Solid Waste Assistant Division Manager

We Welcome our
newest #firekid!
Congratulations
to FirefighterEngineer Paul Fowler
and wife Mandy on
the birth of their
beautiful baby boy.
He joins an equally
adorable big brother.
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Bay County Librarians (Ashley Burlon, Laura Laspee, and Lynn Elliott)
have received Microsoft Office Specialist certification. You can schedule a
Book-A-Librarian at either the Bay County Public Library or Panama City
Beach Public Library for an hour long session to learn about your device or
Microsoft Office software. The Bay County Public Library also offers a variety
of Computer Classes. Registration is required.
Contact Bay County Public Library by calling 850-522-2107. Contact the
Panama City Beach Public Library by calling 850-233-5055.
Computer Basics

Ashley Burlon

March 10th at 9:30 – 11:00
a.m.
Internet Basics
March 12th at 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Web Comics
March 24th at 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Online Library Sampler
Laura Laspee

March 26th at 9:30 – 11:00 a.m

Lynn Ellio

Panama City Beach Public Library
Sail into School (3 – 4 years with caregiver)
Thursdays @ 9:30 a.m.
Learn your ABC's, 1, 2, 3's, and the world around us. Classes include
stories and a craft. Pepino the Reading Dog will join us every 2nd and
4th Thursday of the month.
Bay County Public Library
Read, Rock & Rhyme (3 – 5 years with caregiver)
Thursdays @ 10:30 a.m.

Enjoy stories, sing songs, play games, make
new friends and have fun.
Make a new cra a er every class!
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Serenity South Massage Studio would
like to oﬀer your employees the
beneﬁts of massage therapy services
at a discounted rate of $60 for a 60minute session for the month of
March.
Just visit
www.serenitysouthmassage.com to
book online or call 850-257-5420 to
schedule your appointment today.
Enter the code above in the notes or
advise your therapist when booking.
700 W 23rd St Suite B20
Panama City, Fl 32405
*Oﬀer expires 3/31/2020

1) Click here: h ps://
evolvewithjt.clientsecure.me/client_portal
2) Then click “I’m A New Client” and select
the date and me you would like to book an
appointment. Then enter your name, email
and phone number and click “Request
Appointment”.
3) Within 24 hours check your email for a
conﬁrma on of your appointment and click
the link provided to set up your client portal
account. Then, just complete the new client paperwork, which should only take a few
minutes.
NOTE: Exis ng clients can schedule, reschedule or cancel all future appointments by
visi ng the client portal and clicking “exis ng client” and logging into their
accounts.f you have any ques ons please feel free to contact me directly at
(850) 276-5343. And as always, I’m available via text any me!
I Look forward to working with you! - Coach J.T.
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